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Masonic History 


"The Masonic Way is to give without remembering and to receive without forgetting." 

—Unknown 
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Disclaimers and Copyrights 


Any and all opinions expressed here are those of the contributor alone, and are not meant 
to reflect in any way, shape, or form, implied or otherwise, the opinions or beliefs of the 
fraternity of Freemasonry as a whole. I do not speak for the Grand Lodge of Oregon. 

Do you know of someone that would like to receive this? Please, ask them to send me an e- 
mail @ < richard candy(S>msn.com >. That way I will have their e-mail address without any 
problem. If you do not want to receive this e-letter just hit reply and say, "No thanks". I will 
remove you from my email list at soon as I can. 

I don't agree with everything in this Newsletter. It shows different opinions in different 
areas of the world. Remember, Masonry is Worldwide. Masonry is different, but it's the same. 
Read this and think. I am not saying it's better, right or wrong, just different! I would like to 
have some feedback. What are your ideas about these subjects? Do you agree? Do you 
disagree? Please, give me your ideas. I hope you enjoy!! 


Page 5, "The Midnight Freemason", "Why Are We Always Talking About What We Can't 

Do? 

Page 8, CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED-TWENTY 

LYMAN F. COBURN, Grand Master, 1978-1979 

Page 11, CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED-TWENTY-ONE 

ROY M. RAUENHORST, Grand Master, 1979-1980 

Page 15, CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-TWP 

JOHN F. ERWIN, Grand Master, 1980-1981 

Page 20 TODAY in Masonic History "John Paul Jones" 

Page 23, The American's Creed 

Page 24, Masonic Stories 
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Most of the information I publish is on the internet. I will try to list the 
internet address of each article and I would hope that you would at least go 
there and check them out. We have so much information out there that I 
would like to get to you but I just can't do it all. Please, subscribe to a 
couple of these sites and see what you are missing. Without discussion, we 
will go stagnate. We need new ideas to keep our fraternity alive. 

Let me know what you think. 

dt 


You can read a lot more, about Freemasonry by subscribing to < The Midnight 
Freemason> . I can’t publish everything they put on the web. It would be nice if everyone 
could just subscribe to them. They put out a lot of information each month. You may not 
agree with everything they say, I don’t, but it’s all a fresh, different view of Masonry. 

I am looking for the history of the Grand Lodge of Washington and the Grand Lodge of 
Idaho. If I had books, and permission to publish them, I would like to publish them the 
same way I have been publishing the History of the Grand Lodge of Oregon. 


The Midnight Freemason 
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The 

Midnight 

Freemasons 


A group of Master Masons talk about topics of Masonic interest-each from their own unique perspective. You'll find a wide 
range of subjects including history, trivia, travel, book reviews, great quotes, and hopefully a little humor as well on 
topics of interest for Freemasons and those interested in the subject of Freemasonry. 


Midnight Freemasons- 

Why Are We Always Talking About What We Can't Do? 

by Midnight Freemason's Founder 

Todd E. Creason, 33° 



The devastating fire in April 2019 was not the end of Notre Dame Cathedral, but the 
Cathedral will not rebuild itself. 

"If you think you can do a thing or think you can't do a 
thing—you're right." "Henry Ford 
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I just read another article about the impending death of Freemasonry. We've got to start 
closing our Lodges and pooling our resources because membership is falling and nobody 
wants to join us anymore. Sometimes I think when I read these articles that there are too 
many Freemasons out there rooting against their Fraternity instead of working to turn the 
ship. 

Like Henry Ford suggested, it's all about what you believe and what you actually do. One of 
the things that impressed me the most about Freemasonry was the Big impact such a small 
group of men could have on their community. In my little lodge in the Midwest we started a 
Masonic Charity Trail Run, and we did it for several years. There were literally four of five 
members of my Lodge that did 90% of the work, and we raised tens of thousands of dollars 
for local charities, and most of that money was raised through private donations not through 
the entry fees. That money went a long way in helping those local charities, and providing 
services for those desperately in need in our own communities. 

While several lodges around us failed, closed, and merged, a few of my Brothers and I formed 
a new chapter of the High Twelve several years ago—I was the charter President. We've used 
that club to introduce new Masons to the wider world of Freemasonry. We've encouraged 
our members to bring their Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts so they can get used to the 
idea that Freemasonry is bigger than just that Lodge up over the hardware store in their 
town. We've had many, many speakers over the years, including the President of the 
University of Illinois. 

While other groups were busy dying, we've been building. 

During this same period of time we managed to save one of the oldest Lodges in our area. We 
did so by improving the meetings and turning it into Lodge that was more education based. 
We have great meetings, we get guests from other Lodges that come for our programs, and a 
Lodge that was facing closure at least for the time being has come back alive in our 
community. 

While other groups were busy dying, we've been building. 

And in that same lodge building, we formed a brand new chapter of the Royal Arch- 
Admiration Chapter! I've talked about this group many times before. Again, it has a focus on 
education, and we get guests coming from all over the state. We've grown quickly, and in our 
last meeting we had guest from Bloomington (1 hour away) and Peking (2 hours away) and 
elsewhere along with several members of the Grand Chapter.... on a Thursday Night. 

While other groups were busying dying, we've been building. My first-hand experience is very 
different than what the conventional wisdom is on this subject. We're too focused on the 
problems rather than the possibilities, and we give up far too easily. And I'll be the first to 
admit that this is hard work. 
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Let's look at the positives we could (and should) be building on. Self-Improvement has not 
gone out of style—it's a multi-billion dollar a year industry. There are seminars and retreats 
and apps, etc. Look at the number of self-improvement books published every year on 
subjects that Freemasonry has historically done a much better job with teaching men for 
generations. Population is increasing so there's plenty of men out there to recruit. There are 
fewer and fewer institutions teaching those values that men today are wanting to learn from 
all those books and seminars that are available .... topics like leadership, and character, and 
integrity, etc. Freemasonry has been teaching men these fundamental principles for three 
centuries. We've just gotten away from doing that, and we've forgotten how. So that's where 
you start. 

But rather than going to work to build another generation of Freemasons, we sit on our 
thumbs in boring meeting and wonder why nobody joins our Fraternity anymore, and while 
the world around us expands, we shrink. Masons complain to me about these problems all 
the time, and when I ask what they're doing about it, I get these blank looks. Instead of 
figuring out how they can save their lodge, they sit around waiting for the doors to close. 

It's been said that great nations die when they get away from the things that made them 
great to begin with. Fraternities work the same way. And that's the real problem we're facing 
today. We can blame it on the changing world around us that lacks values and a desire to 
grow, but if you know your history, you'll know that this is the exact kind of environment in 
which Freemasonry was born. And they thrived because they offered an alternative to the 
world around them. 

There's no reason we can't do the same thing today. 


TEC 


www.masonicrestorationfoundation.org 

www.thesquaremagazine.com 
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www.quatuorcoronati.com 



Quatuor Coronati 

Lodge No. 2076 



www.masonichosting.co.uk/Ashlar/ 


TODAY in Masonic History: 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTY, 
LYMAN F. COBURN, GRAND MASTER 

1978-1979 


M.W. Brother Lyman F. Coburn was born My 23,1910 at Placerville, Colorado. He moved to 
Springfield, Oregon about one year later and then to a small farm just north or Eugene where 
he lived and attended grade school in a two-room country school, graduating in June, 1923. 
He enrolled in Eugene high school in 1924 and graduated with honors in 1928. 

He married Gladys Swartz in 1930. They had one daughter and four grand children who lived 
in Eugene. His church affiliation was the First Christian Church of Eugene. 

He started his business career by going to work in a photo finishing plant and camera store in 
May 1923 and continued to work there after school and in the summer months until 1931 
when he and his wife, Gladys, moved to Portland. They lived there until January 1940 when 
they moved to Bremerton, Washington. After the War, they returned to Portland to operate 
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a camera store. In April 1947, Coburn purchased the photo finishing plant ad camera store in 
Eugene where he first went to work. He operated this and other stores until his retirement in 
February 1973. 

In 1949, he joined the Order of United Commercial Travelers. He is Past President of the 
Eugene Council, and Past Supreme Counselor (International President) of this large fraternal 
society. During his tenure of office in 1969-70, he received many honors. He was made an 
Honorary Citizen of several cities, Honorary Police Chief of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and an 
Honorary Kentucky Colonel, and an Honorary Arkansas Traveler. 

M.W. Brother Coburn was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in McKenzie River 
Lodge No. 195 on February 16,1950, serving McKenzie River Lodge as Master in 1960. He is 
also a Charter Member of Emerald Lodge No. at Eugene. He served as Junior Grand Deacon in 
1962-63 and was first appointed District Deputy in 1965 and served until June 1968. In 1971, 
he was again appointed District Deputy and served another three years. He was elected 
Junior Grand Warden in June 1975. 

The term of office of this Grand Master was set against an economy in which inflation was 
the biggest problem. Victor Atiyeh, a Mason, became Governor. 


One Hundred Twenty-Ninth Annual Communication, at Eugene , 1979. 


Grand Master Lyman F. Coburn opened Grand Lodge June 13,1979 in Annual Communication 
with representatives from 160 Chartered Lodges present. 

Visitations were made to the four Outdoor Communications. Grand Master Coburn traveled 
to the Masonic Festival at Sidneryh, Australia for dedication and official opening of their new 
Masonic Center just completed at a cost of about $12,000,000. He was asked to speak to a 
quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge on behalf of the U..S. Masons present. He sums up: 
"There were Masons from most parts of the world there, and on the last day, when the 
Temple was officially opened, there was a parade with over 10,000 Masons in their regalia 
and aprons. What sight to see!" 

One ruling was referencd in the message: "I ruled that Oregon Military Lodge No. 223 since its 
return to the State of Oregon from Germany, does not qualify as a "Military Lodge" under 
Section 229-9 and has no special privileges as a "Military Lodge." 

The Grand Master found the condition of the Craft to be "good, robust, viable, and going 
strong." He urged a return to teaching of basic Masonic principles, so we may develop more 
than mere numbers, but members who will become interested and truly be Masons. 
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He recommended that the "Million Dollar Club," which he started the year before, be 
continued. He did voice disappointment at the results to date. Net receipts were $102,979.69 
to the Home Endowment Fund. 

From the Report of the Grand Secretary, there are a few statistices, which may be of 
historical interest: 

Net membership loss is 737 for 1978. 

Membership as of Dec. 31 is 31,547. 

New short-term investment program brought in $14,714.21. 

New Life Memberships total 672 adding $97,896.25 to Fund for new yearly high. 

Average cost per month per Member at Masonic and Eastern Star Home $835.54. 

Nine hundred and eightly of our beloved Brethren passed to the Celestial Lodge this 
year. 

A resolution was adopted that requird each Master Mason raised to make a one-time 
payment of $5.00 to the George Wahington Masonic Memorial through his Lodge. Fifty-four 
children were granted a total of $45,550 from the Educational Assistance Fund. The Budget 
adopted for the next year was $165,100, an excess of $5,950 over anticipated receipts. 

Reconition was granted to the Grand Lodge of Honduras. Recognition was withdrawn from 
the Grand Lodge of Belgium for not complying fully with specific requirements of Section 135- 
2(g) of the Masonic Code of Oregon. 

"What I would Like My Friends To know About Freemasonry" was produced by the Lodge 
Management Advisory Committee, approved and printed by the Trustees as a pocket piece to 
be given out in quantity. It is thought to be well done and should prove helpful in bridging the 
gap with the profane in gaining some understanding of Freemasonry. 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-ONE 
ROY M. RAUENHORST, GRAND MASTER, 

1979-1980 


Roy M. Rauenhorst was born April 22,1913 on a farm near Carthage, South Dakota. His 
father left the farm and entered the road graveling business in South Dakota and Minnesota, 
which necessitated moving frequently. As a result of these moves, Roy attended many 
different schools. He worked during the summer vacations and after school in the gravel pits. 
He graduated from the high school at Artesian, South Dakota in May of 1931. 

While attending high school, he was active I football and basketball. Even while participating 
in sports, he worked in a clothing store. He was employed at various jobs, including operating 
a dance hall, until December 1933 when he moved to Edmonds, Washington. While living in 
Edmonds, he met and married his wife, Alma. 
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Roy worked in a shingle mill, as a packer from 1934 until 1941. He spent the next few years 
working as a ship fitter and ship fitter lead man for Oregon Shipyards until 1945 when World 
War II ended. 

He moved to Portland in 1946 and entered the Real Estate business. He became an associate 
broker with R.J. Frank and Associates. On January 4,1949, he started work for William F. 
Burns, owner of Burns Realty Co. It was while employed here that he obtained his petition for 
the degrees of Masonry from his employer. His petition was received by Kenton Lodge No. 

145 and he was initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason on March 15,1951, passed to the 
degree of Fellow Craft on April 26,1951 and raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason 
on June 7,1951. In 1953, he was appointed Marshal of Kenton Lodge. He served in all offices, 
except Chaplain, being elected Worshipful Master in 1960. 

In 1966, he was appointed District Deputy of the Grand Master for District No. 2. He would 
serve six years. Grand Master Edwin A. Troyer appointed him Grand Sword Bearer and Grand 
Master Frank J. Coumont appointed him Senior Grand Deacon. He then regularly progressed 
until elected Grand Master in June 1979. 

After his term as Grand Master, M.W. Brother Patch appointed Roy to the Appeals and 
Grievances Committee, in 1983. He served that Committee as Chairman until 1994. 


One Hundred Thirtieth Annual Communication, At Portland1980 


Grand Master Rauenhorst opened the Grand Lodge June 11,1980, after a Call to Order by 
M.W. Brother Lyman F. Coburn, Immediate Past Grand Master, with representatives from 164 
Chartered Lodges present. 

Visitations to other Grand Lodges included Annual Communications of Washington, Idaho, 
California, Nevada, Colorado and Utah. He gave his proxy to R.W. Brother John F. Erwin to 
represent him at the Grand Lodge of British Columbia. Conferences attended included the 
1980 Conference of Grand Masters of North America and the Conference of Grand Secretaries 
held in February in Washington D.C. In January, the Tri-State Conference of Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho was hosted at Boise. The Grand Master commends such affairs as the basis for 
the formation of tur friendships that do so much to build Freemasonry in the Northwest. 

Other meetings worthy of note included Lafayette Lodge No. 241, F.&A.M. of Seattle, 
Washington, with six Grand Masters were present, and the Grand Master's Class for DeMolay 
which saw over 40 new DeMolays initiated at Sunnyside Temple. The Grand Master's 
Reception by Kenton Lodge at the Scottish Rite Temple will long be remembered for the 
many friends who gathered from far and near to honor him. 
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On March 1, 1980, at Salem, Oregon, Grand Guardian Council Order of Job's Daughters 
unanimously elected Roy a member of honor. On April 16,1980, the Supreme Council of the 
Order of DeMolay made Roy an honorary member for life of the DeMolay Legion of Honor. 

Roy had the privilege of conferring the Entered Apprentice Degree upon International Master 
Councilor of DeMolay, William K. Clark, Junior in Tuality Lodge No. 6 at Hillsboro, Oregon. 

The Grand Masters message had a most optimistic tone, expressing a belief that Masonry was 
on an upward trend in this Grand Jurisdiction. The Grand Master was most appreciative of 
the honors he was accorded and that any success attained was made possible only with the 
aid and assistance of the Masons in this jurisdiction. He expressed his appreciation to 
individuals and groups throughout his message. 

From the Report of the Grand Secretary, a few significant statistics are gleaned for the record: 

Life Memberships issued 405, with $64,779 paid into the fund. The Life Membership 
Fund paid a 9% return to the Lodges. A total of 189 Fifty-Year Emblems were 
presented. Brethren deceased this year, 985. Membership as of December 31 was 
30,726, a net membership loss of 821. Monthly cost of operations per Member of the 
Home was $963.54. 

During the usual opening ceremonies of Grand Lodge seventeen distinguished guests were 
presented from the Grand Lodges of British Columbia, California, China, Colorado, Idaho, 
Japan, Montana, Nevada, Utah and Washington. Nine were Grand Masters or their personal 
representatives. All were welcomed and accorded honors due their stations. 

The Trustees reported sale of the Walker Ranch, with a net return of $193, 018.21 now 
available for investment at a higher return. The slow rate of growth of the Home Endowment 
Fund had been disappointing. A committee to investigate surplus land development at the 
Home was appointed, with preliminary report to be made at this session. As an aid to keeping 
abreast of legislative actions affecting Grand Lodge the Trustees voted to pay the Private and 
Fraternal Organizations $1,500 for a year's membership. 

Aril 14,1980 M.W. Brother William D. E. Sharpe, Past Grand Master of Masons in Oregon 
1963-64, had been called to the Celestial Lodge above. M.W. Brother Alfred B. Holmes 
delivered a beautiful eulogy in his memory. 

The Home Endowment Committee reported the Fund now totals $7,624,651.83. 

The Committee on Government and Legislative Affairs reported the need for constant 
vigilance as eleven bills were introduced in the Legislature this year. This could have cost the 
Masonic Fraternity up to $600,000 in 1980 property taxes. Fortunately, these bills were never 
passed out of Committee. 
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On the morning of June 12, M.W. Brother Theodore L. Way, P.G.M. of the Grand Lodge of 
China, spoke on the history of Chinese Masonry. He presented a scroll with the inscription in 
Chinese characters, "Within the Four Seas all men are Brothers." 

Educational Assistance aided 44 children in 26 families in amount of $42,645.00. 

A resolution to adopt the "Widow's Pin Program" presently in use in Washington was 
adopted. 

On Friday, June 13, attendance at Grand Lodge was reduced due to a second eruption of Mt. 
St. Helens, a volcanic mountain about 40 miles north of the Grand Lodge meeting site. About 
six weeks earlier, the mountain blew its top, with considerable loss of life, generating a 
pumice cloud of dust that literally traveled around the world. During the night of June 12-13, 
another vast cloud of volcanic ash blew out for hours, depositing drifts of ash for many miles 
around. Morning saw hotel employees with fire hoses washing off cars in the parking lot. 
Every piece of sweeping equipment in Portland was mobilized, and traffic greatly restricted. 
Visibility was poor, and it was really unknown what internal damage could be done to car 
engines. There were plenty of clogged air filters, and some stalled vehicles. Many delegates 
called in to see if Grand Lodge sessions were postponed, but despite reduced attendance, 
schedules were carried out to closing. 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO 
JOHN F. ERWIN, GRAND MASTER, 

1980-1981 


M.W. Brother John F. Erwin, 121 st Grand Master of Masons in Oregon, was born in Denver, Colorado 
on November 17,1910. His family moved to Portland when he was six years old and his home was in 
Portland since that time. His primary education was obtained in Irvington and Fernwood Schools. In 
1929, he graduated from Frant High School. He graduated fro the University of Washington with a 
Bachelor of SCirnce in Engineering in 1933 and a Commission as Second Lieutenant, Coast Artillery 
Corp. United States Army Reserve. 

While at the University of Washington he became a member of Acacia Fraternity. This was originally a 
social fraternity for Masons but is no longer so restricted. 

After graduation, several firms employed him until 1940 when he was called to active duty with the 
Coast Artillery. He left active duty in December 1946, reverted to Reserve status with the rank of 
Colonel and served as commander of several Army Reserve units until retiring from Military service in 
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1963. After leaving active duty in the Army, he was employed as an Industrial Appraiser, retiring as 
Senior Appraiser from General Appraisal Company in 1975. 

M.W. Brother Erwin's first exposure to the Masonic family took place on August 19,1927 when he 
was initiated into Washington Chapter, Order of DeMolay in Portland. 

His Masonic career began November 13,1962 when he was initiated an Entered Apprentice in Ashlar 
Lodge No. 209. He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on May 23,1963 in that Lodge. 
He worked his way up through the line in Ashlar Lodge, serving as Worshipful Master in 1969. He was 
appointed District Deputy of the Grand Master for District No. 26 in 1971 and served in that capacity 
until 1976 when Grand Master Roland E. Gleason appointed him Senior Grand Deacon. He was elected 
Junior Grand Warden in 1977, progressed regularly thereafter, and was elected Grand Master of 
Masons in Oregon in 1980. 

In addition to his life membership in Ashlar Lodge No. 209 he was a life member of Warren Lodge No. 
10 in Jacksoncille; a member of Research Lodge of Oregon No. 198 in, Portlan; Oregon Military Lodge 
No. 223 in Canby; Victoria Lodge of Education & Research in Victoria, BC Canada; and a member of the 
Correspondence Circle of Quatuor Coronati Lodge of Research No. 2076 in London, England. 
Memberships in Masonically related organizations included DeMolay Lefion of Honor, in which he 
served as Dean of the Oregon Preceptory in 1974. 

Military organizations in which he was active were: Retired Officers Aaaociation, Military Order of 
World Wars, Reserve Officers Asociation and Association of the United States Army. 

M.W. Brother Erwin was a widower. He had two children: a son, and daughter who blessed his legacy 
with five grandcvhildren. All of them resided in the Portland Metropolitan area. 

Duriong his Masonic career, M.W. Brother Erwin made four trips to England with a group of Masons in 
1971,1973,1975 and 1977 visiting various Lodges in England and Scotland. In 1975, he visited Oregon 
Military Lodge No. 223 while it was located in Frankfurt, Germany. 

On these trips, he ade many Masonic friends. As a direct resut of these Masonic visits to England four 
English Brethren flew to Oregon to attend his Installation as Grand Master in 1980. 

After his retirement as Grand Master M.W. Brother Erwin has remained active in Masonic affairs and 
served on several Grand Lodge Committees, among them. Chairman of the Committee on the Code. 

M.W. Brother Erwin then had the four English Brethren, who had traveled to Oregon to witness his 
installation, escorted to the East and again introduced the to the assembled delegates. Each of them 
in turn presented him with greetings from their Lodges and Provincial Grand Masters and their best 
wishes for a successful term of office. M.W. Brother Erwin expressed his heartfelt thanks and sincere 
appreciation for their having traveled such a long distance to be present on this occasion. 

On September 9, the Grand Master was invited to represent the Grand Lodge of Oregon and 
speak at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Shrine Hospital for Crippled Children on 
Marquam Hill in Portland. Other speakers wer the Imperial Potentate of the Shrine of North 
America and Brother Victor Atiyeh, Governor of Oregon. 

October 26 marked the day M.W. Brother Harry Dean Proudfoot passed to the Celestial 
Grand Lodge. He was known in many Masonic circles as "Mr. Mason." Brother Proudfoot 
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served as Grand Master in 1944 and was Grand Secretary from 1945 to 1966. Details of his 
civil and Masonic life can be found jin the Proceedings of 1981 in the eulogy delivered by 
M.W. jBrother Alfred B. Holmes. On October 30, the Grand Master convened the Grand Lodge 
in Occasional Communication, and M.W. Brother Roy Rauenhorst gave Masonic Rites for 
M.W. Brother Proudfoot with the balance of the service onducted by M.W. Brother Daniel 
Schulze. So long as anyone who came into contact with Brother Proudfoot remains, his 
memoroy will live in their hearts, and his memory and accomplishments will live on forever in 
the annals of Freemasonry as a talwart pillar and a giant among Masons. 

On April 15, the Grand Mater attended a meeting of the Government and Legislative Affairs 
Committee along jwith eight members of the Oregon Legislature, all of who were Maons. The 
meeting was to acquaint each other as Masons and to discuss among theselves some of the 
pending legislation, which might affect our Fraternity. 


One Hundred Thirty-First Annual Communication, At Beaverton, 1981 


Grand Master John F. Erwin opened the Grand Lodge in Annual Communication on June 10, 
1981 with representatives present from 169 Chartered Lodges. 

Prior to the opening W. Brother Herbert P. McManus, Master of Ashlar Lodge No. 209, M.W. 
Brother Erwin's sponsor into Freemasonry, called the Grand Lodge to order. 

The Committee on Government and Legislative Affairs gave an extensive report on several 
bills pending in the legislature, which would adversely affect our Lodges and properties. They 
concluded that efforts to tax fraternities, churches and other non-profit organiztions would 
continue, even if the present bills were defeated. We must be vigilant an let not only our 
legislators know how such legislation would impact any charitable enterpriseds, but also try 
to educate the public concerning the many charities of our Masonic family organization 
supports. 

The administrator of the Masonic and Eastern Star Home in Forest Grove gave his report, 
which revealed that starting with 83 residents on May 1,1980, 22 were admitted during the 
fiscal year and 19 releaed by death leaving a total of 86 residents as of April 30,1981. He 
reported that the average cost of operating the Home was $1,065.15 per month per resident. 

The Grand Chaplain gave the Necrology report in memory of our departed Brethren. M.W. 
Brother Algred B. Holmes gave a special eulogy for M.W. Brother Harry Dean Proudfoot, Past 
Grand Master and Grand Secretary Emeritus. 

The Grand Secretary gave his report. He noted that during the 1980-1981 fiscal year, we had 
sustained a net loss of 751 members. A couple of highlights of his report indicated that the 
General Fund showed a net deficit of $9,482.50 for the fiscal year. From the Life Membership 
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Fund, a total of $169,568.32 was distributed to the Lodges. He also noted that the investment 
portfolio had shown a healthy increase in value. 

The Committee on Recognition of other Grand Lodges reported and recommended the 
recently formed Grand Lodge of Alaka be recognized. The recognition was granted. 

TheJurisprudence Committee reported that several amendments pertaining to Military Lodge 
were undersirable and improper and recommended that they not pass. The amendments 
were rejected. Eleven other amendment to the Code were considered. Among those adopted 
was an amendment to provide for a non-profit association to develop the surplus property at 
Forest Grove to provide housing and other services for our elderly members. This marked the 
beginning of Jennings-McCall, the needed replacement for the aging Masonic and Eastern 
Star Home. 



www.masonichosting.co.Mk/Ashlar/ 

www.circlepMblications.com 

http://themasoicroundtable.com/ 

Be sure to check this web site. They have a lot of interesting information. 

<TODAY in Masonic History> 

"The Masonic Society" 
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TODAY in Masonic History 
John Paul Jones 



John Paul Jones was a Scottish-born American sailor. 

Jones was born John Paul on July 6 th , 1747 near Kirkbean on the southwest Scottish coast. At 
the age of 13 he began his naval career sailing out of the town of Whitehaven. For the net 
several years he sailed on a variety of British ships. In 1768 his career took a dramatic turn 
when the captain and first mate of the ship he was on both died of yellow fever. Jones took 
command and successfully brought the ship into port. As a reward, the owners of the ship 
offered him command and gave him 10% of the cargo on each voyage. This only last two 
voyages, on the second voyage Jones, as punichment for one of the sailors, viciously flogged 
the man. Making matters worse the man died a few weeks later. Despite the fact that the 
man's death seemed to have nothing to do with the flogging, Jones was accused of murder. 
After successfully avoiding the charges, Jones took command of a London based vessel. This 
was a very short lived command when Jones, according to his account, was forced to kill a 
mutineer in self defense. 

Jones fled to colonial Virigina where his brother had lived and passed away. Jones at this 
point adopted the last name "Jones" to hide from Britiah authorities. 
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Shortly after arriving in the colonies, Jones joined the fight for American Independence. There 
are many who question what Jones' true motivation was in joining the American cause. Jones 
was just the man they were looking for though, an experienced sailor and commanding 
officer. In the early American Navy, Jones served on a variety of ships until in 1777, Jones 
headed to France on the newly created USS Ranger. A year after arriving in France Jones, and 
Benjamin Franklin a friend of Jones and a man that Jones greatly admired, were accepted into 
the Lodge of the Nine Sisters in Paris. 

Jones began harassing the British supply lines along the west coast of England and in the Irish 
sea. At one point he tried to convince his crew to attack Whitehaven, the place that Jones 
had started his naval career. After a failed attempt to capture a British ship Jones tried a 
second time to convince his men to attack Whitehaven. This time he was successful, 
unfortuantely the attack itself was not, in part because during th "attack" Jones and several 
of his men stopped off in a local bar. 

Eventually Jones returned to France where he was given command of the French built USS 
Bonhomme Richard. It was aboard the Richar during the battle with British forces that Jones 
made his famous statement "I have not yet begun to fight." Although the quote itself does 
not have a reliable source, Jones did stay in the battle and despite many attempts to get 
Jones to surrender, Jones continued to refuse. Even when on of Jones own officers 
surrendered, Jones continued the fight. Eventually the captain of the British ship became 
battle weary and surrendered. Jones was hailed as a hero in France. In contrast Jones was 
seen as something of a pirate in England. 

Briefly after the American Revolution, Jones served in the Navy of Catherine II of Russia. This 
was short lived after Jones came into conflict with several of the other Russian officers and 
ex-British naval officers who were serving Russia. In 1790 Jones headed back to Paris where 
he lived out the remainder of his live. In 1792 he was named U.S. Consul to treat with the Dey 
of Algiers. He would never get the opportunity to fulfill that duty passing away on July 18 th , 
1792. 

Jones was a member of St. Bernards Lodge No. 122 in Kirkudbright, Scotland. 


Note: 

I learned some interesting things with this article. Hope you all enjoy reading it. 

— Ed. 
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The American's Creed 


I believe in the United States of America as a government of the 
people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are 
derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a 
republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect 
union, one and inseparable, established upon those principles of 
freedom, equality, justive and humanity for which American 
patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 

I therefor believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support 
its Consitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it 
against all enemies. 


William Tyler Page, April 3, 1918 
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Masonic Stories 


An article by Clarence S. Crooks, Jr. in the book "Once upon a Desert", pg. 157. 

In the year 1921, there was a Masonic Club with Santa Fe Railroad employees in California and 
Arizona. They were working to foster and cultivate good fellowship; and to form a closer 
acquaintance among the Santa Fe employees. 

A Benefit Fund was established to assist the families of deceased brethren. When a brother 
died, each member was assessed $1.10 to be put into the fund. As soon as possible, after the 
death of a brother, the treasurer would give the family $250. Now remember, in 1921 that was 
a lot of money. 

Barstow, California did not have a Masonic Lodge, at that time, the Masons would get on train 
No. 7 (Mail & Express) in late afternoon and go to San Bernardino to the Phoenix Lodge No. 
178. After lodge, they went to the Santa Fe Depot and slept in a Sleeping car. Early the next 
morning the sleeper would be attached to the end of train No. 8 (Mail & Express), arriving back 
in Barstow in time to go to work at 7:00a.m. the next morning. 
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NEVER 

look down 
on someone 
unless you're 

Helping 

them 

up 




